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Herald Moth (the GMS emblem), Photo – P.Clement 
 
Introduction:  
 
            Welcome to the third newsletter of 2007 for the Garden Moth Scheme (GMS). 
This year has seen a rapid expansion from what used to be a West Midlands based 
GMS toward a national GMS scheme with over 100 gardens taking part.  

No-one needs to send their 2007 records in until November, but any records 
sent in early help us with accumulating records for the whole of Britain and also help 
your country coordinator for Wales (GMS Cymru – Norman Lowe) and your area 
recorders for Essex and nearby counties (East England – Chris Gibson), for 
Surrey/Kent (South East England – Malcolm Bridge/David Gardner) and from the 
Back-Garden-Moths website (Simon Wantling). As each year of the GMS consists of 
36 weeks then we ask people to send in their records after week 9 (end of April), 
week 18 (end of June), week 27 (end of August) and week 36 (start of November), so 
that we can produce a newsletter with each set of records. So the more records that 
you send in then the more news we can get in the newsletter.  

The photo of the GMS emblem moth,  the Herald, was taken by Patrick 
Clement. Does anyone else have good photographs of GMS moths or their moth trap 
or garden? If you do then we would love to feature them in future newsletters. Please 
send them through to me and I will try to get them included. All photographs will of 
course be credited to you and not reproduced again without your permission. How has 
the Herald done in your garden this year? In my experience they have been very thin 
on the ground in 2007. 



If any of you want to send in articles on gardens or/and moths for the next 
issue then please send them in at the start of November. The next newsletter will go 
out as soon as possible after week 36 (2nd November) and the more of you that send 
your records in quickly, the better the next newsletter will be. Please send your 
records in as fast as possible – by 16th November please, so that we can turn the 
newsletter round quickly. 

Records that come in more slowly will be saved up to go into the annual 
report, which you will all receive. The annual report will come out some time in 
February – just before the launch of the 2008 recording season at the start of March.  

Again, thanks to all of you out there for your brilliant hard work in recording 
your moths every week – your work is incredibly valuable. I hope you are all keen to 
continue in the GMS for 2008 and can maybe convince a friend to join? 
 
Are we a National GMS recording Scheme yet? 
 

That’s a difficult question to answer. At the end of 2006 we received 
completed garden records from 50 gardens, with most of these being from the West 
Midlands region of England (plus one each from Scotland, Wales, NE England and 
East Anglia).  We don’t know how many completed forms we will receive for the 
2007 recording season yet, but please keep recording right up till November – even if 
your trap is empty! I believe that we will get over 100 gardens completing the year, 
which will be an excellent expansion. The best indication we have so far of the 
breakdown of these by county is from returns for this newsletter. Records received for 
Weeks 18-27 show gardens from counties as in the table below (all counties are listed 
as vice counties, which are the recording counties used by most naturalists); 

 
Dorset 1  South Essex 2 
Herefordshire 1  North Essex 3 
Worcestershire 13  East Norfolk 1 
Warwickshire 8  Durham 1 
Staffordshire 5  East Suffolk 1 
Shropshire 4  Caernarvon 1 
Surrey 6  Brecon 5 
West Kent 1  Glamorgan 2 
East Kent 3  Merioneth 3 
   Pembroke 3 

 
So in 2007, the simple answer is that we are not yet a national Garden Moth 

Scheme, but we are getting there. Looking forward to 2008, we already have plans to 
improve coverage in South West, North East and North West England, but other 
gardens from any part of the United Kingdom will also be very welcome to join in for 
2008.  

If you can get out there spreading the word and get your friends and family 
involved then please do. We already have one recorder who records for GMS in his 
own back garden, his girlfriend’s back garden and then when he goes to work he 
records there as well! 
 
So, What’s the News for Late Summer 2007?  
 

We’ve had records back for the newsletter from an excellent total of 64 
gardens – well done to everyone who sent them in. This is a slight drop, but still an 
excellent return. For those who didn’t send records in – then don’t worry – the 
important thing is to get your full set of records in for November. 

What’s the news and how does it compare with previous years? You’ll 
remember that in 2006, early and late summer were very hot after a cold spring, while 



2007 appeared to be the exact opposite with a warm spring followed by the coldest 
and wettest summer in recent memory.  

Chatting to moth-trappers across the country there appears to be an air of 
gloom over just how bad 2007 has been with widespread reports of low total numbers 
of moths and of species. 2006 was possibly the best year for moths in recent memory 
(made even better by all those migrants) – so the contrast to 2007 has been felt even 
more. But, do our GMS statistics agree with these assumptions, or are we just sucked 
into the nostalgia of ‘it’s not as good as it used to be in the good old days’!? 

 

 
Large Yellow Underwing – our commonest late summer moth 
 

To answer this question we are able to make comparisons from your records 
for West Midlands GMS gardens in the last two years and in this newsletter I will 
concentrate on Weeks 18 to 27. Comparing 2006 and 2007 figures in the West 
Midlands, the figures suggest that 124 species have decreased while 34 species have 
increased between the two years. Looking At the top 20 commonest species in 2006, 
the table below shows an even worse situation with 19 of the commonest 20 species 
decreasing in numbers. 

 
Species 
Number 

Species Name 2006, average 
moths recorded  
per garden 

2007, average 
moths recorded  
per garden 

Percent 
Increase or 
Decrease  

2107 Large Yellow Underwing 146.5 128.0 -12.6% 
1405 Mother of Pearl 28.3 6.6 -76.7% 
2089 Heart & Dart 28.3 12.6 -55.5% 
1713 Riband Wave 27.3 18.7 -31.5% 
2050 Common Footman 27.2 13.1 -51.8% 
2126 Setaceous Hebrew 

Character 
27.2 5.7 -79.0% 

2321 Dark Arches 20.8 11.9 -42.8% 
2441 Silver Y 18.2 1.1 -94.0% 
2111 Lesser Broad-bordered 

Yellow Underwing 
16.0 14.0 -12.5% 

2092 Shuttle-shaped Dart 15.9 6.0 -62.3% 
2102 Flame Shoulder 15.5 9.0 -41.9% 
2293 Marbled Beauty 14.8 7.2 -51.4% 



1937 Willow Beauty 14.2 8.3 -41.5% 
2109 Lesser Yellow 

Underwing 
14.2 11.8 -16.9% 

2474 Straw Dot 13.7 4.7 -65.7% 
998 Light Brown Apple Moth 13.0 17.8 +36.9% 
1309 Agriphila geniculea 12.8 1.8 -85.9% 
2199 Common Wainscot 12.1 2.9 -76.0% 
1294 Crambus pascuella 11.8 4.5 -61.9% 
2134 Square-spot Rustic 10.6 9.6 -9.4% 

 
This paints a worrying picture following the declines in early summer (16 of 

the top 20 species declined). The average decline of these top 20 species was 46.6%, 
which is a very large decline spread over all these species. Admittedly 2006 was 
probably a record year and therefore the contrast has been even greater. The only 
species to show an increase was the Light Brown Apple Moth, which itself won’t be 
good news for many of us! 

 

 
‘The only species to show an increase was the Light Brown Apple Moth’ 
 

We probably all knew that this had happened in 2007, but the GMS is the only 
moth recording scheme in Britain that can tell us so quickly what is happening to 
populations of our common moth species. It is also exciting that it is a scheme run by 
ordinary moth trappers like you and me and not by scientists.  

But these figures raise a number of questions. How much does this cold and 
wet summer affect moths at different stages in their life cycles? Is the effect greatest 
when moths are in the egg,  larval, pupal or adult stage? As suggested by Simon 
Phipps in his article in the last newsletter, is the most important factor the low 
daytime temperatures? And, importantly, will our common moth populations be able 
to bounce back in 2008 or will it take them much longer?  

 



 
Silver Y – not surprisingly decreased in this summer of few migrants 
 
So, what’s happening in the different areas of GMS in late summer 2007? 
 

The following table shows the top 20 commonest species across all our 
gardens with figures compared between all areas. Figures in each column are the 
average total number seen per garden over the 9 weeks for that area: 

 
Species 
Number 

Species Name WM – 
31 
gardens 

SW – 
1 
garden 

NE – 
1 
garden 

SE – 
10 
gardens 

EE –  
7 
gardens 

CY –   
14 
gardens 

UK – 
64 
gardens 

2107 Large Yellow 
Underwing 

128.0 44.0 2.0 82.2 95.4 92.3 106.2 

2321 Dark Arches 11.9 16.0 49.0 53.7 15.7 19.4 21.1 
998 Light Brown 

Apple Moth 
17.8 9.0 19.0 22.4 25.9 6.9 16.9 

1713 Riband Wave 18.7 1.0 8.0 25.1 18.4 6.8 16.6 
2102 Flame Shoulder 9.0 6.0 50.0 15.9 28.0 24.1 16.1 
2111 Lesser Broad-

bordered Yellow 
Underwing 

14.0 8.0 0.0 18.7 8.3 8.8 12.7 

2050 Common Footman 13.1 12.0 0.0 4.9 16.3 16.3 12.6 
1293 Chrysoteuchia 

culmella 
5.0 6.0 23.0 10.5 52.0 9.0 12.2 

1906 Brimstone Moth 8.4 5.0 4.0 15.2 7.6 17.6 11.2 
2089 Heart & Dart 12.6 21.0 21.0 6.9 4.4 11.9 10.9 
2109 Lesser Yellow 

Underwing 
11.8 3.0 15.0 7.1 6.6 12.7 10.6 

2134 Square-spot Rustic 9.6 17.0 15.0 16.3 12.0 4.7 10.1 
2126 Setaceous Hebrew 

Character 
5.7 6.0 2.0 16.1 28.0 3.7 9.3 

1937 Willow Beauty 8.3 4.0 1.0 10.4 7.7 2.7 7.1 
2092 Shuttle-shaped 

Dart 
6.0 7.0 12.0 10.7 10.0 1.7 6.4 

2160 Bright-line Brown-
eye 

2.7 3.0 2.0 22.3 4.7 2.8 6.0 



2198 Smoky Wainscot 3.3 7.0 6.0 11.3 7.3 5.8 5.6 
1405 Mother of Pearl 6.6 0.0 3.0 5.7 5.1 3.4 5.5 
1738 Common Carpet 3.1 1.0 4.0 10.9 5.7 4.7 4.9 
2474 Straw Dot 4.7 1.0 1.0 3.0 7.0 5.4 4.7 

(WM = West Midlands, SW = South West, NE = North East, NW = North West, CY 
= Cymru (for GMS in Wales), SE = South East, EE = East England) 
 
Average counts per garden are not very representative for South West or North East 
England with records only from one garden each.  You might initially have thought 
that most species would be consistently common across most areas, but early results 
seem to show this not to be true. Large Yellow Underwing numbers are pretty 
consistent across all areas, but possibly less common in North East and South West. 
The Light Brown Apple Moth is less common in Wales, where it is still spreading.  
The Riband Wave is also less common in Wales, though it is not certain why this 
should be. Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing, Bright-line Brown-eye and 
Common Carpet appear commonest in South East England. Chrysoteuchia culmella 
and Setaceous Hebrew Character appear commonest in East England. The Brimstone 
moth appears commonest in Wales. These differences in numbers of common moths 
between parts of Britain were probably suspected, but until the GMS started recording 
numbers there were no statistics to back them up. Now that we are beginning to pick 
up these differences, it would be interesting to work out why.  Does anyone have any 
suggestions? 
 

 
‘The Brimstone moth appears commonest in Wales’  
 
Notes from Contributors: 
(All the articles below are the opinions of the authors and not necessarily of the GMS 
or GMS coordinators as a whole)  
 
a. From Ian and Laurence Machin          
Moth-trapping in Bewdley, Worcs…our first complete season (2007) 
 
With our home-made MV125 we began trapping in early March. We were soon 
reaping the benefits of a proper trap with 146 macros on March 10th, which included 
62 Common and 46 Small Quakers. Numbers thereafter were relatively low but we 
recorded our first Shoulder Stripe, Twin-spotted Quaker and Pine Beauty. 



     Our first April session produced an amazing Dotted Chestnut, which we initially 
thought was a real rarity. A midnight phone call soon brought us down to earth!! 
Numbers of macros gradually increased in the unseasonally warm weather (little did 
we know!), and Muslin Moths featured well. Good numbers of Brindled Beauty came 
through and our favourites were a Blossom Underwing on 14th, Lunar Marbled 
Brown, Frosted Green, Pale Pinion and Purple Thorn-all mid month. Shuttle-shaped 
Darts were present in increasing numbers. Our most exciting evening was on the 21st 
when the First of many Lime Hawks came in , along with Buff Tip, Great Prominent 
and Streamer. Laurence, aged 8, became quite adept at checking the trap each 
morning and identifying some of the more characteristic moths (he got the nickname 
‘fingers’ on our first Wyre Forest session last year! – because his fingers were always 
straying into traps in his enthusiasm! - ed). Towards the end of April we were 
recording over 30 macros each night, averaging 19 species. A Knotgrass and Lychnis 
came in, alongside a cracking Alder Kitten and the first of 18 records of Light 
Brocade. 
 

 
‘a cracking Alder Kitten’ 
 
     May began optimistically with Sycamore and Silver Cloud on the 4th. An array of 
new species flooded in as we recorded Coxcomb Prominent, Poplar Grey and the first 
of many Small Elephant Hawk Moths and Vine’s Rustics. Getting to grips with the 
Pugs proved more problematical, but we were confident that we identified White-
spotted and Freyer’s. A Seraphim and a Lobster on the 15th were good finds and 
preceded a spectacular (for us) night on the 17th when 113 macros of 49 species kept 
us very busy. The list that night included Oak Hook-tip, Satin Lutestring, Cinnabar, 
Clouded Bordered Brindle, Treble-bar, Chocolate –tip and Pale-shouldered Brocade. 
A ‘fall’ of moths at last (Dave had warned us to expect these!!!). Thereafter we were 
averaging 40 macros per night even though the temperatures remained rather chilly. 
Peppered Moths were frequent. A Large Nutmeg on the 20th was nice. Pale Tussocks 
were everywhere and Hawk Moths of 4 species kept Laurence busy. On the 24th we 
caught a lovely Bird’s Wing. 
    June was consistently good in terms of numbers of moths (av.80 macros). A Shears 
and Green Silver –lines were totally eclipsed by a superb Gold Spot on the 3rd which 
was ‘twitched ‘ by several of the county faithful. A Lilac Beauty graced us with a visit 



on the 5th and Laurence enjoyed the many Swallow-tailed Moths. Cloud and warm 
temperature on the evening of the 8th brought 194 macros of 60 species, including 4 
species of Prominents, Peach Blossom, four Buff-tips and a Broad-barred White. The 
10th was just as exciting with Ghost,Brindled White Spots, Beautiful Hook-tip, 
Blotched Emerald, Dusky Brocade and Lime-speck Pug. Although numbers dropped 
off mid-month, quality did not as we recorded Scarlet Tiger, Alder Moth,Eyed Hawk 
Moth, Marbled White-spot and Plain Golden Y. Every evening brought a new 
selection and our favourites were Four-dotted Footman, Great Oak Beauty and Shark. 
After severe thunderstorms on the 19th we risked a couple of hours and the warm 
,humid air produced our first Leopards, plus Grey Dagger and Green Arches. A 
Varied Coronet came in the next day and a Bordered White on the 23rd, while both 
Light and Dark Arches were frequent. 
   July-and still waiting for Summer to materialise. Nightly temperatures varied 
between 11 and 14 degrees and species of moths continued to appear earlier than 
2006. A Gothic and Triple-spotted Clay began the month well and attractive Buff 
Arches came through in numbers. A Large Twin-spot Carpet on the 10th was 
accompanied by a superb Scarce Silver-lines. As the Yellow Underwings flooded in, 
we only recorded one Broad-bordered..but Lesser Broad-bordered were numerous! A 
Small-dotted Buff was a surprise on the 11th, a night when  a rather attractive micro 
was trapped and later identified as Oecophora bractella. A lovely Ear Moth on the 
15th. Dot Moths and Scalloped Oaks were a feature mid month, but we were 
constantly inundated by new moths which included Plain Wave, Ruby Tiger, Lunar-
spotted Pinion (thanks Steve), Black Arches, Small Scallop and Buff Footman. 
    August proved to be ultimately disappointing, yet began well enough with Sallow 
Kittens. Perhaps the best spell was the 4/5th with impressive Garden Tiger and Oak 
Eggar and another Scarce Silver-lines. Temperatures were mixed. Fifteen degrees on 
the 14th produced Rosy Minor and two Yellow-barred Brindles. Rustics increased but 
little else did and numbers quickly dropped. We averaged 26 macros per night but did 
manage to find Dingy Shell, Straw Underwing and Currant Pug on the 21st. Canary-
shouldered and Dusky Thorns were regular and garden firsts included Dingy Footman 
and Rosy Rustic. By the month end we had recorded 242 macro species so far this 
year. We are still learning but have been well and truly gripped by mothing fever!! 
Stop press-just found a Chevron, Feathered Gothic and Neglected Rustic. Maybe 
September will herald an impressive Autumn?? 
If you, like me, are jealous of their impressive garden moths, then maybe I should 
explain that they live within spitting distance of the Wyre Forest, which is one of the 
largest ancient forests in Britain – ed 
 
b. Chris Johnson, Nuneaton, Warwickshire 
Take a bow Mr Grundy 
 
Whilst certain organisations faff around raising funds to set up a scheme, 
David has done it, with a little help, on a very tight shoestring. 
Was it three or four years ago? 
I went to Warwick Uni. to listen to boffins present a show. 
The topic was about moth recording and how it might happen, 
All seemed good, but no one has pressed the button. 
Now the GMS is in its fifth year, 
It’s growing fast, plenty to cheer. 
The scheme now covers England and Wales, 
Co-ordinators set; there’s wind in them sails. 
David is the first to praise the recorders, who volunteer, 
To take part in the scheme, throughout the year. 
Their dedication to such a worthwhile cause, 
Must be given a thunderous applause. 
Well done, I say, to David and the volunteers, 
They all make it perfectly clear. 



Moths, not money is what it is about, 
So let us all get up a shout. 
Hurrah for the moth and the GMS. 
Take a bow Mr Grundy, and God Bless. 
 
Who says we aren’t cultured in the GMS – poetry!! – though my ears were burning a 
bit – ed 
 
c. Sue Lewis, Shropshire 
My Garden for Moths 
 
Some years ago now, I was lucky enough to live on Shetland. I have been keeping a 
'nature journal'  since 1975, and when I was in Shetland , I found that there was so 
much to write about that I filled three notebooks in three years. 
When I moved to North Shropshire, and had to deal with the loss of the seascape, and 
so much else besides, I found that I filled only one notebook in three years. You may 
not think this has anything to do with moths but it was because of my perceived lack 
of any natural history in my area that I turned to moths.  
Within weeks of arriving in Shropshire there was an Old Lady on the gate! and from 
there that led on to my writing and painting any moths I found casually in and around 
the garden, including Scarce Silver-lines and Ghost Moth.  
Eight years ago, a friend from Shetland brought me a trap he had made, and whilst 
staying for a week 'set me up' with books to identify the catch, and how to proceed. I 
must say it was only through his help that I began to identify moths.  
I managed to identify 156 species that first year. We found a Ni Moth, which we 
believed to be a first for Shropshire.  
 

 
‘We found a Ni Moth, which we believed to be a first for Shropshire’ 
 
The moth trap and of course my interest in butterflies, bees and hoverflies.....has 
meant that I now garden for them. I have a large garden with a variety of boundaries, 
including Holly, Poplars, Damson, Laurel and so on. I always try to have plants that 
the insects love.  



In fact this is how I will buy or obtain a new plant. I will look at the plants in a garden 
centre and get the ones the bees are visiting. I have several huge Buddleias (They 
prefer the white ones) and I have Sedum, Ox-eye Daisy, Evening Primroses, Phlox, 
Melancholy Thistle, Michaelmas Daisy, Teasels … the list goes on. I am passionate 
now about organic gardening and think insecticides should be banned. Perhaps we 
should campaign with our butterfly nets? 
 
A Round-up of Region & Country GMS Records so far in 2007 
 

a. West Midlands – D. Grundy 
 

Recording in the region is still going well and we look set for a record number of 
gardens in the West Midlands GMS in 2007. Enthusiasm from the area has been 
shown by the number of newsletter articles submitted. Numbers of moths in most 
traps were noticeably down in 2007 from 2006 figures, with only a few exceptions. 
Recorders in the West Midlands need to be looking at which species in the GMS list 
they don’t ever record and which ones not on the list that they record in good 
numbers. There will be a review of species o n the West Midlands GMS list in the 
2007/8 winter so let me know your ideas for additions in plenty of time for the 2008 
season (there won’t be another species review for another 5 years). Remember species 
on the list need to be common in gardens and easy to identify.  
 

b. GMS Cymru – Wales – N. Lowe 
 

Only 14 recorders sent in results for Weeks 19-27, a reduction from the 19 who sent 
in records for the first 9 weeks. I think this is probably because there’s much less 
going on and some of us aren’t so motivated by a few cold and bedraggled Large 
Yellow Underwings. These are by far the commonest with counts equal to the next 5 
commonest species added together! But my contributors tell me that they are still 
busily recording and I’m sure that they’ll all send in their records at the end of the 
year. 
 
So, What About Other GMS News? 
 

a. A Visit to Butterfly Conservation 
 

The moth and butterfly ‘pool’ is a relatively small ‘pool’ in the wildlife world and the 
GMS is a relatively small ‘fish’ in this ‘pool’ at the moment. So, it was great that at 
the beginning of the month one of the ‘big fish’, Butterfly Conservation, invited me to 
give them a presentation on what the GMS is about. A broad cross-section of their 
staff turned out for the presentation, from their entire Moths Count team to their Chief 
Executive. This was followed by a question and answer session and a more detailed 
discussion with their specialists in their Moth Species Conservation team and Moths 
Count team.  

What are the outcomes of this meeting? They are now understanding of the work 
we are doing and are supportive of this. We can work alongside their new Moths 
Count team (formerly known as the National Moth Recording Scheme), which has 
three main thrusts.  

·  To train people across the country in knowledge of moths and moth 
conservation (several GMS participants including myself have already 
signed up as trainers in this scheme) and courses are everything from basic 
moth ID to conservation of rare species such as the Argent & Sable or 
dissection of moths.  

·  The second string to their bow will be to set up a national moth recording 
database which will support your county moth recorder in the work they 



do (Please make sure that all your moth records from your garden and 
elsewhere get through to your county moth recorder still).  

·  Finally they have set up a Garden Moths Count scheme, which sounds like 
it would clash with the work of GMS, but it doesn’t at all. It is aimed at 
encouraging people who have never really looked at moths before to look 
at and enjoy the moths that fly to their kitchen window or garden plants 
and then to encourage them to get more involved. This then leads on to the 
next stage, ‘when they have been won over’, when they will go out on 
regular moth field meetings or take part in the GMS. So if you have any 
friends that might be interested then tell them to get in touch. 

 
b. Other GMS News 
 

Work on the GMS doesn’t stop over the winter and the GMS area coordinators and 
myself will be working hard on turning things round ready for the 2008 recording 
season. New recording forms will be needed, possibly with new species lists. There 
will be meetings to organise and the annual review. Also there are plans for expansion 
of the scheme toward a more representative national setup. This will mean more work 
drumming up support, especially in North West, South West and North East England, 
plus elsewhere if possible.  

But we do need more recorders in our existing areas of the South East, West 
Midlands, East of England and Wales, where the distribution of recorders is still 
patchy. So if you can help spread the word to recruit more people into GMS for 2008 
then please do this for us. Every new garden recorder is very valuable to us. Also 
remember that you don’t have to be a moth expert to take part – our keenest and best 
recorders are often the beginners.  

Our organisation of GMS is often held together with sellotape and a rubber 
band, with only very limited funding, so if you know of any funding bodies or people 
keen to donate to the best moth population recording scheme in Britain then please get 
in touch. Also we are looking for more people to help with organising the GMS, 
particularly GMS area coordinators for the proposed new areas. We also need a new 
newsletter editor to take over from myself – I can’t do everything myself!. Then we 
also need to design a website for the GMS, so are there any website designers out 
there? If you feel you can help with any of the above, then please let me or your area 
coordinator know. 
 
 
The GMS Chatsite 
 
Join up now to find out all the latest GMS news on the computer – this is a chatsite 
only for GMS members and no-one from outside the group. You can join the chatsite 
and listen to other people’s comments, see their photos or you can contribute regularly 
or anything in between! Just contact our GMS chatsite coordinator, John Bryan on 
johnpbryan15@aol.com and he will get you joined up. You will get to hear about all 
GMS news first via the chatsite. 
 
The GMS Questionnaire: 
 
To date we have received the excellent total of 100 questionnaire forms. But, that 
means that there are at least 10 forms that still need to come in. If you are one of these 
people then please, please, please can you fill in and return your form as soon as 
possible? If you have lost the form then that is not a problem; you can download a 
copy from the files section of the GMS chatsite, or you can receive a copy from me or 
your area coordinator by email or post – just let us know if you need one. I will soon 
be contacting the remaining people to chase them individually for questionnaire 
forms. If you are finding it difficult to understand how to fill in the form then let me 
know and I will try and visit you to fill in the form for you. 



 
And Finally : 
 
Keep up with your excellent recording work, through the quieter months of autumn 
and keep your records coming in to myself and your area recorders. Remember if the 
weather turns cold and you catch nothing at all in your trap, that this is still a valuable 
record for GMS. We would like your next set of records in after Week 36, November 
2nd.  

Remember this is your newsletter – so if you want it to improve then send in 
your ideas for improvement and better still your ideas and stories about GMS 
recording, gardens and common moths, moth ID etc. This newsletter will be sent out 
by email wherever possible, so please try to arrange to receive it by email if you can. 
This cuts down considerably on paper use for environmental reasons and cuts down 
on costs to GMS for postage, photocopying etc. and time for myself in addressing and 
filling envelopes. If you cannot receive emails then we will of course send it out by 
post to you. We are currently researching methods to produce a more formal printed 
newsletter, but this will cost money and possibly involve the need for donations 
toward printing and postal costs – let us know whether you are for or against this 
idea? Email copies of the GMS newsletter will of course remain free. 

Remember this is the most valuable new moth recording scheme in Britain, 
providing statistics on what is happening to our common moths and therefore the 
health of our environment and our gardens for wildlife. You are all doing your bit to 
help in this research, however few or how many moths you see in your garden. 
 
Best wishes 
Dave Grundy 
Birmingham 
 
Ps please, please, please return your GMS garden questionnaire forms if you haven’t 
already. 
Pps don’t forget to send your records in again after week 36 at the start of November 
and also send me notes, letters, articles etc that might be of interest to other GMS 
recorders, to make the next issue  even better. 
 
DGCountryside, 
5, Melrose Avenue, 
Woodfield Road, 
Sparkbrook, 
Birmingham, 
B12 8TG. 
Tel: 0121-446-5446 
Mobile: 0777-898-0924 
Email: dgcountryside@btinternet.com 


